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Formative feedback 

  
  
Overall Comments 
  
A really nice photograph to have picked, but an essay that needed to be much more focused 
on analysis than is the case, Michael. What you’ve written is certainly not uninteresting - far 
from it - but it does lack attention to detail and is rather too descriptive to convince, and is 
completely bereft of any references to wider literature- a major flaw when it comes writing at 
this level of study. This ultimately means that, for all that there are some fairly decent 
observations, the work lacks rigour, and seems more like a draft than a final submission. 
This is fair enough: everything is essentially a draft until the time comes to submit for 
assessment, and it’s easy to see where this piece could be improved. 

Assessment potential 

Assignment 4 Assessment potential 
  
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that you 
plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you 
have shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe 
you have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment 
criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my 
feedback.  

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity 
  
- Descriptive writing is a necessity in academic work, but one that always needs to be kept 

to a minimum, so starting with a biographical account of the photographer doesn’t help you 
set up the writing as effectively as you might. 
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- An initial observation or two on the photograph or an insight into what you found interesting 
about it would have made for a more engaging start. Likewise, even though this is only a 
relatively short piece of writing, you should have followed this with a ‘map’ of the essay. 
Where is it going? What are the principal themes you are addressing? What literature have 
you consulted? 

- The opening paragraph clearly contains material that is drawn from other research but you  
don’t give any indication of where. 

- The quote from Vasilyev’s website certainly adds a welcome note of detail to the piece, but 
surely you should have used this to direct you towards research that has been done in the 
field of national identity? The paragraph continues the trend of the first by being fairly 
descriptive and journalistic.  

- Re 
The photograph is a landscape image taken at an outdoor market and shows a man 
dressed in dark clothing shifting empty boxes, some of which partially cover his head. 
To either side of him are food stalls, to the left in the foreground is one that appears to 
be selling some type of berry and on the right there are sections of seemingly frozen 
pig carcasses on a pallet. In the middle of the frame there are people gathered by a 
stall of items that are initially difficult to identify but which on closer inspection turn out 
to be frozen fish and on the opposite side there are stalls selling frozen cuts of meat. In 
the background there is a large windowed building, possible an office block, which 
appears faint with no signs of life. Several of the stalls are lit with electric lights and 
this combined with the other elements gives the impression that the picture was 
taken early in the morning. 

Other than passage I’ve emphasised, this is purely descriptive, only telling the viewer what 
they can see for themselves. Your writing needs to be much more focused on making 
sense of the photograph, Michael. How might it be contextualised? Does it, for instance, 
reproduce certain myths and stereotypes of the people and world that it depicts?  
- The material that looks at the themes of the photograph and its connotations are ok, but 

rather limited in the way that they make sense of the piece. There are no references at all 
to any scholarly material that might help you to develop a more detailed critical 
understanding of the image. This is something to return to ahead of assessment. Surely 
you should have spent some time identifying the themes of the essay - eg, globalisation, 
developing nations, national identity, consumption - and researching literature that would 
have helped to develop your understanding of them? 

- The essay doesn’t really conclude as such and just kind of… ends without much warning, 
and on a fairly perfunctory note. 

Suggested reading/viewing 
Context 
  
• The Unmanageable Consumer, Yiannis Gabriel and Tim Lang (2015) 
• National Identity, Popular Culture and Everyday Life, Tim Edensor 
• Globalisation: a Very Short Introduction,  
• Consuming Geographies: we are where we eat, David Bell and Gill Valentine. 

  



Pointers for the next assignment 
  
Before cracking on with the final assignment, I think this one needs to be reconsidered in 
relation to the issues highlighted above. There’s plenty of potential, for sure, but you need to 
develop your critical understanding of what you are looking at in a much more detailed 
manner, doing considerably more to put literature appropriate to this level of study at the 
centre of your analysis. 
  

  

Tutor name  Andrew Conroy

Date 17/9/19 

Next assignment due Tuesday 5th Nov for tutorial, assignment submitted a few 
days earlier.


